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To the Reader. 


— ICCINTIT 


===) His Sermon (thus made vp 

Sl E1= with mine owne and 0- 
a 2&0 thers Notes) I now ſub- 
E by: | mit to Authority and cen- 
Se ſure: for ſubſtance, I yeeld 
= hcere 15 no more than what 
was delivered; whether no lefle, I haue 
not now to ſay : for circumſtance(T yeeld 
to theallegation ) I acknowledge it ſeaſo- 
nable. The times ſhall euer bee cleared. 
by prayer , whenſocuer they looke fad! 

vpon vs. Our Brethren abroad cry ſtill 
in the Churches words; The Harueſt is 
paſt, and the Summer t ended, and wee are not 
holpen ; and wee ( mee thinkes ) ſhould 


adde with Jeremie; verſe 21. TI am ſore er 8.20; 


vexed for the 'burt of the daughter of my peo-= 
ple, I am beany, aſtoniſhment hath taken mee ; 
Is there no balme at Gilead, c.. At home 
howſocuer the Lord hath been gracious to 
255mm, on howſocuer: 
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The Epiſtle 


b vs in the ſcarcity,yet we may 1n moſt pla- 


ces, take vp the Prophets words inanother 
ys 9.20. ſenſe, '7 Sthe [cede yet. the Brrne? as yet the 
Pſal.65:9, Trees haue not been deliuered of their burthen. 
"Ot" Lookeintothes5 Palme , and thouſhajt 
finde, that ic is the Lord that findes both 
ground and. ſeede; tha g1ues both growth 
and ripening tothe 'Corne; and. therefore 
we ſhould wait vporr hum with: our pre- 
ſents of:praiſe &'prayer.'This were enough 
to make vs pray, but this 1s the Jealt of ma- 
ny/motiues: for, Reader,thou ſeeſt rherimes, 
the World is now all eareand tongue, the 
Demon, Moſt given with the Arhenians tohicele elſe 
Logut. than to heare and tell, newes, '( vncertaine 
"me newes;the Author of all lies, as his Maie- 
{tic hath told vs ) the reſt are willing alſo 
| to heare,and to heare Crods Truth, not Fa- 
bles, and therein they do but as Saint Iames 
would haue them, fo as they would adde 
doing to hearing,” as hecommands. But 
alas, whilſt we only profeſie and diſcourſe 
of Religion;wee drue the/practice of Re. 
ligion out'of the world, as one two iultly 
Sir.Rg complaines. It is Jamentable to- con{1der 
pretacee the lictle vſe thatis made of Gods: Ordi- 
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fo theReadts 
nances.inmiolt places; Preachers too often 
Itremble roJprake- it; ) be:vſed like Poſt- 
orſes,ſpurd on till they be ſpene,'& then a 
freſh is called for,-in the meane, the World 
fits {til}, and thinkes to be faued for hearing. 
Reader, mourne for this, weepe far thus, for 
this bodes a Indgement, the Lord will-rec- 
kon for the blood of his Propnets,ſpent as 
well as ſhed. To theſe reaſons; 1t-will not, 
be hard for thee toadde more: looke within 
thee,and round about:thee; and-fo tire vp 
thy ſelfe-to this exerciſe of Prayer, an-ex- 
erciſe (I canaflure thee ) of. vnſpeakeable 
{trengch and'comfort, an exerciſe without 
which thoncanſtnor line , and by which 
thou maieſt live inthe mouth of deach.Be- 
leeue ic, wert thou in an eſtate more de. 
ſperate than death, in a place worſe than 
hell ; yet-if there chou-couldeſt pray.truly, 
thou ſhouldeſt finde comfort and. ſtrength 
beyond hope; for Prayer is better than our 
hopes, and yer Crod is;better to vs than our 
otras RN that which is publike, fol. 
low hit who. was no: time-feruer; make 
no ſmall-accounc of ipublique-prayers. Se- 
condly; for private;paliſe beforethou {| peak, 
Z re- 


7. The Epiſtle 
remember who ſpake it: if a man would 
not deliuer an Oration to a Prince extempo- 
re and ſuddenly,it will not become vs to 0. 
pen our mouthes raſhly before our Maker: 
ſecondly,keepe touch with Cod ; firlt, for 
extraordinary and incidentall occaſions, be 
ſure to keepe thy ſelfe in ſuch a ſtate and 
condition of ſoule, as that euer thou canſt 
recollect thy ſelfe and cal in all the powers 
of thy ſoule for this buſineſle ypon a ſhore 
warning : ſecondly, for ordinary times, fo 
neere as-may be, faite not of thine houre: 
when the Clocke ſtrikes.,the Schollar runs 
to his book.” Thou muſt ro God; leauing all, 


_ there tender thy ſelfe(chough not al wayes 


alike fit)and fo be in the way and place of 
preferment : if words will not come, ſigh, 
God hearecs the fighings of bus priſoners : 1t thou 
can({t not ſigh, breathe,God hath an care for 
that, Lam.z. 56. Howeuer,there bee,there 
{tand, & the child that ſtands before his fa- 
ther,& crencher in his place at ſupper-time 
with his appeares in his hand, ſpeaks with 
his countenance, ' and ſpeedsaccordingly : 


M..Gr. he was-wiſe, who ſaid.” They pray not alto- 


gether of faſhion, whoſee their infirmity _ 
| in 


to theReader: 


in praying,andare grieued for it; the worſt 


prayers that we make ('to our owne ſenſe 
I meane ) ſpeede euer beſt, and then wee 
pray molt happily , when we ariſe molt 
humbled. 

Thirdly,when thou halt prayed, donor 
as children, who neuer looke after their ar- 
row ; but as Daniel-cap.g.1. take notice of 
thine enlargements in prayer, and of thy 
ſucceſle after ; write downe time'and plate 
as the Prophet doth,and ſo helpe thy ſelfe 
in future times by former experiments. LI 
ſee this Porch growes wide, andcherefore 
I wil conclude.If thou be acquainted with 
prayer, thou knowelt there 1s more init 
than can bee expreſſed ; if thou be not ac- 

uainted,grow acquainted, and thou ſhalt 
de me true. If thou wanteſt further mo- 
tiues and directions , I commend ( inthis 
halte)ro thee, whoart burta poore Engliſh - 
priuate man;Firlt,for the promiſes(wher- 
of the heart muſt chew before prayer ) the 
Treatiſe of Faith.Secondly,for motmes, the 
Eviſt.to the key of heauen. Thirdly,for caſes of 
Conſcience, & directions after prayer, two 
Treatiſes on Eph.6.viz, The ſpiritual —_— 
an 


. The Epiſtle : 


what remaines but practice ? In [tead of 0- 
thers pratling & enterdealing in State-buſj- 
neſle,do thou pray,pray for thy Soueraign, 
for his ſeed, for the Churches, for thy ſelfe, 
for thy charge, and vie no more words a- 
ainſt mens ſins,than chou wile make pray. 
ers for their ſoules in ſecret , if thou wilt 
haue comfort in thy words. Thus much of 
this: Now Reader to thee:; if theſe plaine 
notes paſle the Prefle, know thatTI neither 
did entend their publiſhing before I prea- 
ched them, nor can intend notwithſtanding 
their refining ſince. If the world may be 
bettered by them,or by any thing I can do, 
haue enough', onely I deſire mercy and e- 
- Quity from my friends : thofe notes of mine 
which they haue,I will my ſelfe (after my 
publike Miniftery ) now ſhortly reuile : let 
no mandoeſo'illan office,-asto thruſt :out 
other mens Notes without their priuity, 
eſpecially his, who can donothing worthy 
this Age. 


i, 


and now after directions and exhortations, 
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And when Herod would bane brought bam farth; the 
ſame night Peter was ſleeping: betweene two ſoul- 
diers boand with two chatnes 3, and the K R_—_ _ 
fore the avore, kept the priſon, 

And bebolg, the Angeld of the Lord came «pou biz 
and a lizht fbined inthe priſen: and be Friars 2eveb 
on the ſide, raiſed him vp, ſaying, Ariſe vp quicks 
þ : : And bis chaives fell off froms br Mos <1 


Exzisa Story of Peters, rt. 
Iwpriſonments. 2. Enlarge 
BD ment? With the cauſe of the 
Sy onc,: and” meanes of the 0- 
24 ther. Herod -hauing vexed 
SS ome, flaine a ſecond, now 
PAS: .commitrs the third, andall 
"CL p< thisto gratifiethe lewes. Pe- 
ter thus compirted,is bailed by the Chutch,orra- 
ther remooued and freed by petition ;; they pray 
heartily for hum.in the 5 _— and they ſpeed as 


hap=, - 


L 


Peters Enlargement. 
happily ; whileſtthey ate praying, Godgiues in 
_ the priſoner amongſt them... The manner of his de- 
livery is here reported,and that was very ſtrange; 
beyond Herod: purpoſe,the prifoncrs expeRarion, 
the Keepers meaning, all mens hopes : Herod held 
his purpoſe he had/brgun,. and the next morning 
he mcant.anend of him, Peres, had mgde his con- 
clufion ; tomorrow, (thinkes he)(fot meſſages paſt 
betweene him and the Church, which ſpent this 
night in prayer for him, and therefore knew the 
danger) muſt be pur to it, therefpre I will fireng- 
then ry ſcife to night. The Keepers ſtood ypon 
theit puardzand refolaed tharno Peter ſhould paſſe 
them: yer is Peter delivered), and how I pray you? 
God remaues all impediments,for nothing was in 
rcadineſſe, WAS SS, "yy | 
» Firſt; for-man, eritrance was there doh, thiere- 
fore. God ſends an Angell, and there was no ſtop 
againſt him; - E 

Nexr,in the darke it was hard to find which was 
which. GL_—_ An RA him, and bee 
comes vypon him, and imifles orthe man, thongh 
bound to. the ſame chaine with Re aches ; Fay in 

ſtri& impriſonmentthry viddto doe; 4 
.., Thirgly,they. were inthe d2rkf,and: 
for opile.; The Avge!Lbrings: = 
with him, and-ſhines to Peter afid noe cle, 


' Fourthly,the prifoner.can doeliuR for himſelte: 


he is.«/cepe, che Angell wakes him ; hee is rid, the 


Aogell-4iſcs bim ; he is:awierd;the Abgell dirizts. 


him, hee. is bound;: the | Angell v»ites him; hee 
knowes not where hefrg the Angell guides him ; he 


"IL; Is, 
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Peters Enlargement; = | ; 
isto paſſe thorow ſuadry difficulcies, the Angell 
coalats bim'thorow- them all, and ſo diſnnfles 
him | 


We will vſc no more words about aplaine Sto- 
Tie, but acquaint you with our meditations z they 
containe the ſucceſſe of the Churches prayersg#hey 
prayed for Peter : the Angell thereupon is ſeat ro 
Peter; where (ee, 1. How the angell findes him : 
2. How the Anzell deliners him, 

For the firft, he findes him ſleeping in the midſt 
of feares and focs : From whence was this flcepe'£ 
was it worldly ſorrow that cauſcd it, or was'it car- 
nall _ E-70 L : ES 10 

Anſ. In doubtſall things, charity ſuppoſes 
beſt ; fo ſhould we : jm 4 ſorrow contts fleepe, 
but how ? whea it is not extreme, and that fleepe 
is ioyned with ſtarting. Carnall ſecurity will cauſe 
Aleepe: bur why fhould wecharge Perer with that at 
this time *his fleepe came fromaberter cauſe, hee 
was at peace with God;he had the Churches pray- 
ers for him, the cauſe for him, his conſcience for 
him, God and his Angels for him:he could die bur 
once, and for one death he was prepared- hence 
his boldnefſe before, Chapters, 4. and 5. hence 
his confidence: here he reſolucd with Denid,i will 
lay me downe and ſeepe, and withall, Gad gave reſt 
to his bcloued,as it is in the Pſa/wes,reſt more than 
ordinary to his mind,to his body : hence the An- 
gell can _ awakeſhim, and bcing awaked, he 
is nor rerrificd, as a guilty perſon would have bin 
in this caſe : doc then but conſider, x. The man. 
2». His bchauiour in like caſes, 3. The time and 

Ba CLIC» 
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Peters Enlargemenss. 
circurftances, 4.The cxerciſcs of the'Chrgh for 
him; .T he melſcnger, andmeſſage ſent. to him, 
6. The manner of his behauiour when he is awa- 
ked,and you will ſee that his {leepe grew not from 
diftemper,but from ſtrength of faith and comfort. 
.. Now:to the Points. | | 
Wherefirſt from the order, .ſeethe power of 


ioynt prayers; they beare downeall before: them, 


and preuaile in heauen & earth : as the Word that 


comes from heauen, proſpers in the thing where. 


umoitis ſent; ſo the word that-gocs to heaucn, 
the prayers of the Cahurch,ſtrike vp to God, there 
they lye at his gates, and neuer willaway withour 
their errand; & when they are anſwered, then they 


> comedowne wirh authority ,. and raigne over all 


impediments bclow. Witnefle this Story : Peter is 
committed, the perſecutersare reſolute, the foes 
many ,the friends few,meancs none but God : to 
God the Ohuich gors-the cotxaics plocs -the 
Church prayes ; : theyihi: the prizon doores, the 
Church opens heauen doores; fothere'sold tug- 
givg for tho priſoner,butthe Church winncs him. 
'God,to letthem ſee what prayers be, ſends him 
rorhem while theyarepraying,; There,ſaith God, 
(if youwill rake no denyall) there hee is, thereby 
'pointing vs tothe meanes of his deliverance : wee 


[need not many words for proofeof this :. Silames 


ſanh;Thepraytr of oneinighteous man prenailes mach, 
it at one;what of twenty !what of an handred!and 

he inftatcesin'Z/yab, Hee alone could open and ſhut 
_branex,dhon well may many open and ſhut pritons 
6p carth. 'Nay, adde further,theioynt' prayers of 
[714313 Ve 


Peters:Enlargement. 


vabeleevers & hypocrites have dohe muck:wheb 
hcathenith Nizizetaſted' ambprayd y God heard | 
when falſe Rebobeam humbled himſelfe Sthispre- 

ple, God wasintreated ; wecelnetiitbein the 
faithfall prayers of the Church prevaile *-preuaile 
(I fay )borh for the preventing & zemouing ewils, 
andobraining and kecping of goadrthingss Whar 
ſhall-we inſtance the life of P74 Iebsſapbat, Hezt- 
kiah: when was it otherwiſe? when did:the Church 


Pm 
- 
_ ) 


Ionah 3 
2 Chro.12, 


of -God c:er ioyne in'acommon petition to/God, | 


byt they ſped?no-inflance-ro the conrrary.: 

_ No maruell, this exercife is well grounded iaT 
warranted,it hath the warrant of aPrecept: I. Proy 
for one another : Calt-vpon me. 

2. The warraet ofa promiie, } wil deliver che,” 

3- The warrant of experience : neuer yoEe 
vied it,but they prevailed. 

Prayersare Preſenrs,very welcome varo God, 
he prefers them toall facrifices , being iomediare 
worſhips of his Maieſtic, Ler me heare thy vayee, 
it-is pleaſant. No father loues the voyceof his 
children, like as God loues rhe -voyce of this 
Church ;, T* his Muficke and perfume;Reu:5.3 © \ 

3. The parties are very deare who t 
God loues his Church abouc all creatures \hegave 
his Soane for her, /and-therefore her ſures fhall 
hauc acceptance : Let we ſee thy fare,its comet," Pf 


Rea |(.r. 
—_— 


Pfal, fo, 


Rea. 2. 


-» Cafr,2,14 
efiderrirerns \ ReaſÞ, 


ber -neuer pleaſed Abaſheroſh ' for welt as the Cant.2,14s 


Church pleaſerh Chrift. 


4+ "The parties tron , and rhroveh whomthey Reaſcg.. 


are preſented; pi zate 5 they 2*&-indited ah aber- 


ted by thehoty Gho, 82m.'2,'teridted by Chrift raw.s, 


Icſus . 


L.3 
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Teſus, and ſhall theſe he denyed 2 Adde to this, 
5-The party ro whomthiey aredireted,to God, 

' whoisall truth;metrcy,/ grace, :wiſdome,' power, 

and ſhall vot theſe preuaile s Prayers ſet God on 

worke, andall-in-God, his wiſdome, his power, 

his Angels; and whatrhen can hinder vr b 
| Ufer. Looke backward, and call-to minde your finne 
| | this day;(ec,many a Peter hath beene in priſen,and 

| prayers werenat made by the Church : many a 

a member ficke, and prayers:were not made by the 

Elders, yea:many a Churchdiſtreſſed, Bebemwis af. 

fliced, the Pa/atineteand Yaltoline diltrefſed, yer 

wee did not pray ; the Enemy could curſe, bur we 

did not pray : and therefore how.iuſtly miglt God 

diſtteſſe and leaue vs defticute of tus helpe,ane the 

Churches Prayers. 

2. Looke forward, and preſerve and improve | 
this your intereſt in God,ler no. Peter,no Preacher, * 
no-Chriſtian, no neighbour Iye-in the chaines by | 
youwhether in the chaines of ficknefleor pouer- | 
ty,or debt, or paine, of finne, or temptation) but | 
| oc yourepriuc him: you haue a key that will open | 
FT ,. -, any lacke,a medicine that will heale any-wound,a 
1 - weapan that will preuaile in any place draw this 
weapon, vie this medicine : if men be ficke, pray 

thera whole ; if poore, pray them rich, if fad, pray 

them merty, BE) 

.- . Burt is this ſocafilydone® Yes verily, by the 
wholeChurch.Asit is for the outwardeftate when 
one is yery poore, it is kard for two or three to ſer 
him vp againc, but nothing for a thouſand; and 
when onc is in 2 pit, it is much for one, but nor for 

many 


Fi 


* 


| aan lookes round about himgand can ſay, there is> 


Peters Enlargement: 
m2ny td pull him our:ſee here, it is long of vs that 
men lye ſo long ynder their burthens 2 would wee 
toyntly commend them ro God;our praiers would 
takejmens chaines would off, true ipirituall chains. 
Why, if fo, were it not worth the while 2,Whar, 0, 
may weealſc our brethren of tremprations;, of paſſt- 
ons,.of luſts, and will wee nor 2: But for;autward'_4»/; 
croſſes, ſaith not Saint lames, let the prayers ofthe! 
Church healc the ficke *- Saich nor-rhe ſtory, the 
praicrs of the Church procured Peters liberty? Bur-Ob. 
ſay they be not alwaics deliuered;yetit is good to Arſe 
get thecroſles mitigated; fanRified,fweerned;and 
omething will be done if we prays : Doe this cher 
or nothing. Perhaps you will cxculc other negli- 
gences : you would viſit your ſicke neighbour, but: 
you queſtion his diſeaſe, your welcome ,;-you: 
would relieve your poore neighb6vrs; but:you 
haue irnot; why there is no Chriſtian man,but he 
hath an intereſt in Gad, a ſpirit of prayer; life vpa 
prayer for.the bretheren,if thoucanſt doe/nothing: 
elſc, and this will doerhce and bimgood-praitcrin 
this.cafe for others, is aclecrer euidence of grace, 
that for our ſelues;. | n; 
: Heere is comfort-and encouragement; comfort: 
for our {clues 1tmembers af rhe 'Chutrch;z If we: 
bleed with herif wee pray for herg 4t we-layy Jf 7: 
forget thee, O leruſaleme, then tet my 2ight hand forges 
ber cunnivg : the comfort is great ; wee 'haue that: 
which Saint Paa/thirftced for, 'rhe prayers of the 
Chutch.Aad this is aprividedge'woretren whrkes, 
and a comfort beyond all apprebenfioo, -when'a 


arIOoWwneg. 


0b, 


$towne, Thaucſome prayers there, there is ano4 
ther, [haveſtocke going there,nay,incvery Shire, 
eucry:Nation.; ſome that be: enlarged when I am 


| barren ſore quickned when Lamdaull: :2nd Iam 


an aduentuer inthe Churches ſhip, I baue a ſtocke 
inher treaſure,and an-intereſt in her prayers; this 
kerpes:the headaboue water, and preferues from 
ſmbibg;t1 5g drool ham yltne? ton id enliccs 

4-Forencouragementzto'pray for the Church: 
would Gods people enter iatoa holy league, and 


tic themſelues:intotheir ſeueral cloſets,ro ſpend fo. 


ranch rime weckely;or dayly inprayer , for ſome 
particular perſon; orplace, Church or Nation ; 'I 
wonder how theyſhuld mifle. Tell me where eucr 


_ the Churchesioyar prayers did cucr miſ-cary,or 


proue, abortive, in whar place, in whatcaſe, for 
whar people? Prayers have bin made for men our 
ofthe Church,and haue ſped, witneſle Nivene, for 
men in the Church(good men,bad men)and kaue 
ſped; prayers haue beene made by Land, and haue 
preuailed, - on the Seas by Joneh, and: haue ſped: 
they hauepreuailed:vnderthe carth, in-dens, and 
dungcons,and caucszprayers haue beene made for 
ficke men,and haue holpe them;tor dying men,for 
poore men,forcaptiues, for prifoners,” & hauchol- 
pen; for men againſt perſecution;agaigſbrempcati- 
on, againſt ſorrow, againſt beaſts; againſt men, a- 
gaitſt deuils: prayers have been omniporent here- 
rofore, why not now? . G3ity 
06./W hy now, if we wereas others, Gods hand 
(ve know )is nor ſhortacd, his eare nor heavy, bur 
our fins,our crying ripe finncs, hinder good things 
from vs; LE WA 


Peters Enlaveement, 
nf. Why therefore ſer againſt thoſe finnes by 
prayer,calt out your owne,cry downe ottier mens, 

out-cry them. | 

06, Oh bur they cry lowd, 

Arſe Yet prayer hath the ſtronger voice, the - 
blood of Chriſt ſpeakes better things than bloody 
fins, &c. Let Sogome yeeld ten holy men, and ſhe Gen, 18? 
ſhall be ſpared; ler one E/54h ſtand vp for ſtiffe-nec- _ ſe: 
ked Iſrael, and one Amos pleade for rebellious Iy- 70G 
day, and God will ſhew mercy, & 

06, True indeed, if we had ſuch as they,but our 
prayers are weake and faint. | 

cAnſ,1,They were men ſubicro like paſſions, 

2. The prayer of the righteous is prevailing. 3« 1am, 6, 16,17, 
Theſe heere mentioned were new Conuerts, yet _ 
prevailed with God for Peter. 

0b. Oh but here the whole Church ioyned « if 
all !/-ae/ might meete from Dan to Beerſheba, there 
might be ſome hope. | 

Anſ. We may, and doe more then theſe might, 
1. we may mect in publike Aſſemblies cucry Sab- 
bath : 2. theſe were but few that lived in the darke, 
and met inthe night, and in Hefters time in their 
ſcuerell families, and rhe whole State was then a- 
gainſt the Truth,and againſt the Scriptures,and all 
Religion was diſgraced , yet then then they pre- 
uailed, much morenow. 

06. But nowit is too late, many Churches a- 
broad be quite ſcattered, many men at -home haue 
their backes and hearts quire broken with wants, 
rcmptations, diſcouragements. 

Anſ. Whileſt God calgjn his on: 

te, 
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late, God is vſed to fee men ſinking before he ſets 


in,their extremetie is his opportunity; when Petey 
is within one night of the {word,then his time, 
06.But I haue waited,and ſee no ſucceſle 2- 
4nſw.So didtthe Church, they pray for Petey 
this weeke,the next, and the next, the doores bee 
ſtill ſhur,the chaines be ſtil 0n;well;nowthey haue 
Genazte, but one night more to waite, they waite thar, bur 
ere morning all is wonne: If then we haue bur one 
day,one night, one houre to-ſpend; hope , pray, 
waite- that day, thatnight, that houre : God will 
| be ſeene in the Mounr, deliverance fhall come if 
| prayer goon the errand, it euer was ſo,cyer ſhalbe 
8 ſo,diſpute nor but beleecue ; there is no prayes and 
ſpeakes not,and there is to that ſpeaks, who prayes 
not,ifthou wilt pray,thou muſt open thy needs to 
God,as thy Father, through Chriit , God-man as 
thy Mediatour, from God the holy Ghoſt, as the 
inditer of thy prayers : if thou wile pray,thy heart 
Plal.66.18, * muſt be 1,cmpricd of purpoſes of fin: 2.broken: 3, 
purged from guile by faith; which faith muſtrhen 
Plal,gs.7, Work, before thou beginneſt;fay,wich Dauid,7 w:4 
And the 56.9, call,and God will anſwer me z and when thou haſt 
done,conclude;I hane.ſpoken, and ſhal in due time 
and mannerbe an{wered;thus doc,and be ſure that 
thou neither begin nor end a lawfull petition ( of 
ſuch onely we ſpeake)beforethou art aware, let 
faithencct thy fare,and end,jafig isbſcribe it , and 
thou prevailcſt; | 
Now to particulars; 
How finds the Angel Peter? Sure he cannot ſleep 
this njght, being vpon hits life to morrow, and in 
all 


0b. 
Anſ. 
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all likelihood knowing of it by the Church: how- 
ſocver,not ſure of life one day to an end,but like e- 
nough to be ſent for at an houres warning, as 19bn 
Baptiſts head was, Notwikſtanding all this, Peter 
ſlceps as ſoundly as euer in bis life, & wakes wirh- - 
out terrourz whence was this, from corruption ? 
no: from narurall courage? no : when Peter was 
younoer,and therefore naturally bolder, he was a 
daſtard: whence then?conlider the zeaſons before, 
and it will be found, that it was frompeciall com- 
fort and confidence in God, which comfort: moſt 
attcads priſons and perſecutions : here ſce the 
ſtrength of ſpirituall peace and comforr, 


The Lord hath comforts for his children , that pgg,,5- | 


will quict and ſupport them in any fearcs & ſtraits, 
his conſolations will make a man ſleepe without a 
bed;liuc almoſt without a ſoule : They will make 
one bold in danger, quiet in trouble , live in the 


jawesof death : The toy of the Lord is ftrong , ſaith Nebe;t. 


Nehemiah, ſtrong indeed that will carry a man over 
all : Peter had a ſtrong heart,that can thus flcepe, 
thus wake,that can looke vypon Chaines,vpon Pri- 
ſons,vpon Tyrants,vpon Torments,vpon Angels; 
{good and bad)and ncuer breake his lſs6pe for the 


matter. Pauls joyes were ſtrong,that made him fing ads, 


in the ftockes : Danids faith ftrong , that made him 


fay, 1 will li: downe and ſlecpe, I will not feate though Pia 4 | 
ten thouſand riſe vp againfl me:thole were ſtrong & 


ſtrange ioyecs that ſupported D474 in all his feares, 


and made him ſay, 1n the multitsde of my thoughts, yey : 426 


thy comforts glad my ſole: Thoſe firong that trium- 
phed over rackings, mockings, ſcourgings, &c. as 
C 2 in, 


————_——] 


Iz 


x3 Qu.Whence 


theſe com- 
forts, 


| 3 Qu.Whar, 
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intheeleuenth to the Hebrewes. 
'Oaeff. Bur whence comes their ſtrength - 
Becauſe they be Gods ioyes;the ioyes of the Spi. 


rit, derived immediately from the fountaine , and - 


things be.pureſt and ſtrongeſt there, 

2+ Becauſe ſpirituall ; for as ſpirits aremore ac- 
tive and powerfull than bodies, ſo things ipirituall 
then bodily and naturall, | 

3 Theſe ioyes are moſt certaine and durable; 
theſe overcome and qutliue all croſſes, and all o- 
ther comforts. EE 

4+ They areal.ſfiucient, and borrow no helpe 
from creatures: Nature and Art worke with inſtru. 
ments, and by meanes, they cannot ſupport with- 
out meate, ſtrengthen withour ſleepe, give ſleepe 
without warmth, nor warmth without a bed, &c. 


But God can beyond means, without means, work . 


comfort, make one fee in the darke,liue in death. 
.Queft. But what be theſe comforts of God 2 
Anſ. Precious promiſes applyed by God in due 


ſeaſon, and brought home to the heart, which re- - 


vive the ſpirits more then any balme; & thele pro. 
miſes come thicke vpon Peter now : He thinketh, 

bath not God faid,that #he ſfighing of priſoners comes 

70 him,that he bottles wp all on teares, that we ſhould 

caft onr care upon him, and he will care for vs, that in 

ſix or ſenen troubles they ſhall nat come neere me, that 

in fire and water he will bewith me,& didT]nort heare 

my Sauiour ſay, Bleſſed are they that are perſecated 

for righteouſne(ſe ſake, reade not I how Danid (aid,1 
will lze downe and ſlcege,and therfore I wil doſoroo. 

2. Strengthening graces, God powres the ſpirit 
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of faith, patience, power, courage, into his, in due 
time z and they raiſe the heart, as wine the fainting 
ſpirits ; evety ſauing grace is healing, is ſtrengahe- 
ning. | 
” Hourely experience of Gods care and proui. 
dence ; and a childe never ſces the loue of his' mo- 
ther ſo muchas when he is ſicke, ſo Gods chil- 
dren, &c. 

Now that makes:them plucke vp their feet with 
lacoband ſay with Paal,1 know whom I hane truſled, 
and with the Church, T how wilt znide ws to death 1 
and after (as Dawid addes) receine to 2lery. 


4. Speciall peace of conſcience, and ioy of the | 


holy Ghoft, by new expreſsions of Gods fauour, 


and rauihments of heauen : then God opens hea. - 


uen,and they ſee their life and Crowne, and fo are 
carried oucrall. 
2»eſt, When doth God thus comfort his : 

Anſ. When they moſt need it, as then the mo- 
ther brings out her-preſerues, when the childe is 
&cke: firſt, when they be moſt humbled and empty 
of themſelves; therfore after greateſt humiliations 
come greateſt conſolations, as David, Abraham, 
and others cucr found. PE. 

2, But ſpceially in the day oftryall and perfecu- 
tion,the more the Deuill beſtirres him, the more 
God heſtirres him:thus the ſweeteſt nighrs that e- 


uer 14cob ſpent, were in the field, and ſo for Peter, Gen. 18. and 


no 


2 Q. When, 


and when had Dazidthoſe large affeRions to riſc 32+ chap. 


at midnight, when was the World ſo ſweet, but ** 


when his troubles were bitter - 


«119. 


The vſe is double, 1. ger theſe comforts, we get Uſe. 


G3 a9ne 


Dan.F. 


Reu21l0,s 


x Cor: s 


Acts 5,294 
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44%4 vite ready againſt qualmes;Bezoar-ftone,ahd 
cordials again fits:but the cordials that helpe all, 
is the holy Ghoſt the Comforter, Art is blind, and 
often poſed; Nature weake,and often foyled;(like 
a bow that muſt nat be drawne beyond compaſſe) 
onely gracc and fpirirvall comfort is invincible : 
get this,aad you may fleepe ina dungeon, live in 
the darke, wantall, and yer havcall; want theſe, 
and a flea may breake your fleepe;and a hand-wri- 
ting daſh your mirth in the midſt of all friends. 
2. Let ſuchas have fpirituall hearts thus affec- 
ted, ſtay them(ſclues herefeare not povertic, there 
be comforts beyond the paine of tamine;feare nct 
ſickneſle,there be comforts beyond all tits of fick- 
nefle : feare not death fearenorchaines, feare nor 
any thing that you can or ſhall ſuffer ; Not any 
thing? Why, a man is ſubieRro racking , ro bur- 
ning,&c, yer feare not, and why £ the Lord hath 
comfort in all,and about all tribulations: when he 
cals a Sax/toa crowne, he makes him another man: 
ſo when he calsa man toa chaine. Percy is not the 
man in-priſon he was out of priſon, at the firſt he 
was fearefull ofa Wenches word,atrer he was wil- 
ling,yet fleſh hung backe , 704» the laſt Chapter, 
verſ.18.But when pur vpon it, hearc his voycc,ſce 


his face he can beas quiet, as comfortablegas well. 


in priſon as ever. 


0b. Oh but I find my ſelfe afraid of words : 
Anſ.So was Peter at tirlt. 


06.Oh bur,faith our Sauiour, beware of men. 
Anſ.No man {o malicious as God is mercifull, 
ſo perillous as God is pittitull-Oh but ſay we wes 
where 
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where we ſhould lie in cold irons; in the darke, be 
halfepined,ftarued , who can beare theſe ? Peter 
can,any can,when God cals them to it, 

O but ſay we were put to the fiery tryall, flames 
are intollerable and mercileſſe.O but flames are in 
Gods hands, Daxi:lz, Chapter : againe, Martyrs 
haue had more comfort there,than in all their lives 
before. Oh but ſome of them haue cryed out of 
paines: And doc not men ſo who die in their beds 
too? but God hath borne them throvgh theſe,and 
made them amends. | 

O get then inward ſtrength, and that will over. 
come all feares,all torments ; conclude wee with 
that good Martyr, If God call ever any of his to a- 
ny ſuch ſufferings, hee will cither weaken the 
flame or ſtrengthen their faith ; he hath promiſed 
(that, which ler vs live and diein ;to wit) that hee | @ 
will not tempt beyond ſtrength : Ard he & ableto 
doe exceeding abundanily aboue all that wecan ſpeake 
or thizke, 

Aſſure your ſelues, the feare of perfecution is 
more than perſecution it ſeife , therefore I ſpeake 
to your feares, for there is none ( through Gods 
mercy) with vs I am ſure to bee telr (I thinke ) ro 
be feared. 

The ſame night,cxc. That the Lord doth often np, .- 
hold his peeple long in ſuſpence, for thoſe things ig: 
which he meanes to gine them , hee is our fee. 
ming flow,bur ſure , ſure , bur ſlow , thus hee was 
as good as his word to A5r44-7, heegauehima. 
ſonne,but he held himoffro the laſt huurey hee 
Lept touch with his poſteriry brovghtthem vur of 


Egypt » 
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Egypt, but he deferred ittill.che laſt day ; his borid | | 
was almoſt forfeited,yet he paid ir before the Sun. | 
ſer, Exod. 12.17.41. Thus Joſeph was long in pri- | 

Pfal, r65.ro, ſon, yeratthe appointed rime brovght forth, and 
tſaacl long in captiuity, praycrs were made,and yet | 

Dan,g. Daniel could heare no anſwer till nighr was vpon 
him lacob wreſtles riil day,&c. 1o alſo the woman 
of Canaan, Mer. 15.and the Church heere 7 1n all 
which places wee ſec, thar God is mindfull of his 

' day. 2. That hee deterres ſometimes tull rhe laſt 
houre be running. | 

Real. The reaſon ot this delay is manifold. - 1, - God 

T would turne our eyes backward, and make vs ſay, 
O it is juſt God ſhould deferre me, I haue deferred 
him ; he called, and 1 would nor heare ; prayed me 
againc, againe, and againe, and I would nor-an- 
{wer , therefore it is equall I ſhould call and cry, 
and nor be heard. | 

2. God hereby wouldſharpen our prayers for 

the preſent, therefore he ſcemes deafe, becauſe we 

ſhould ſpeake our;therfore flow,becauſe we ſhould 

be earneſt; thus Danze! ivterprets it : God deferres 

him, this is (faith he) but rorry me, therefore hee 

ſpits vpon his hands,and rakes better hold,O Lord 

forgiue,faith he, O Lard heare, O Lord open, and 

powres ſo many petitions and arguments vpon 

God, that there is no refiſtance : thus 7acob,he ſees 

the day comming vpon him,and he had made no- 

thing of it all aight,and therefore now he ſets to 

y- Goe, faith he, 2 will not let thee goe without « ble? 
| ing. | 
| 3. Hercby he prepares vs for the future recew 
uivg 


Cn Da — A A TT —_ —— 


| andpraiſe God for them: adde to this,r 


| Poters Eularg aus; 
uing of his comforts; thus he hymbles ve,thus he en- 
largerh vs thus he fis i for rhankeſlaeſe. The 
more pleſlings coſt vs, the better we will praiſe x 
Laertelore 


pulſes driue ysta further ſearches, as the Iſraclites 
at, and Gibeah. | 

Doth the Lord thus long deferre ſomnime. his 
intended-comforts and anſwers ? Let ys konwe the 
courſes of his prouidence, and wait yponhim: be- 
hold the husbandman waits ; when he hath ſowne 
his ſeed , hee doth not looke to reape and {owe in 
a day his corne is firſt buried , yea it dics y'ycait 
growes downeward, before it comes vpward ;\ and 
when it is vp, reccives many a ſaib avd checke, yer 
hee waits; And why? becauſe he bath expericace : 
ſomuſt wee , when wee have ſowne: our feed ; fay 
wee bury our prayers, ſay to our ſceming they dye, 
ſay they growe downward, backward, lay all things 
ſeemeto bee worſe afterprayer with vs than before, 
yetwait; why? wee haue experience of our owne 
and other mens ſuccefle : neuer did men ſow this 
ſeed, but they had a crop; though a late harueft, yer 
a harucſt, 

0h. Oh but IT haue praied cxceding long. 

4uſ. How long « 1ſack prayed twenty - yeares 
for a childe, before he ſped, Abraham thirty, before 
hee ſped; i rr cr were fourc hundred 
yecres in captiuitic; before they were deliuered, the 


Church thirſted for Chriſt, one- thouſand, two 
thouſand, three thouſand yeares, before they had 
him : How many thouſands, hundreds , ſcore of 
yeares, haſt thou waited?- 


Obs 
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0b. O but I haue tryed all my friends, vſed al 
meanes, prayed my ſclfe, and got others to ſpeake 
£60, and yerno helper F | 
Aſt And might not. Peter: fay-2s.much 2: not a 
Chriſtian in Ieraſalem, but had ſpoken, and ſpoken 
often, and yet he ſtickes, 
0b. O bur murters with-me are warſe a2d worſe , 
the more I pray againftpouerty, the poorer I am, 
the more I'pray for patience, the worſe I: am, the 
morel pray for faith, rhe leſfe 1 haue 3. the more I 
pray againſt -paſhons and tempratioas,: the more 
they flic in ty face.. Py ge 00109 Bis 223k 5 
Anſ; 1s northis; as-we ſaid, rhatthe Corne muſt 
goc hackeward; before it come forward * was it not 
ſo with £6rah4m and Sarah, the longer they pray» 
cd, theelder they waxed, and fovnfiter for iffuc ? | 
0b. Obut my finnes grow (trongerby prayer. . 
A»nſ; Not ſo;thou-tecleſtirmore then before ; it 
is not becauſe finne is fironger, but.thou ſounder, 
Aeaine, rheſemotions of finne, bee not. motives of 
life, bue ſympeomes of dearh, - as the fowle ſtruggles 
and ſpronts 'moſt whea the head is .off 2 rhe pangs 
of death be now vpon thy luſts, rake comfure. | 


05, O bur now your comforts conc roo late, | 


the dateis<6utforme, Th 

 Anſ;,” Why? hath God ſaid, Pray no more, as to 
Jeremie?” tiach he ſtopt thy month 2 {ſo long as God 
faith, pray; ſolong as the fpirir. within thee ſauh 


pray ;. folongas Gods people have hearts co pray, | 


neacr ſay it is roa [ate to pray: it Peter bee our by 
midnigtt,orby day-breake, it is as wcll as if he had 
bccae out a monetb betvre.. | 

| Obs 
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dal | '0b, Oh; bur delayes breake the heart, . 

ake | Anſ. But note the end of delayes;they are neuer 
| | rodeny or fruſtrate,but-to fit and'ro:quicken:wake 
ora | 


' theſe vices of dellaies,andthen if thy ſure be not ho. 
er | neft,never begin it;'if it be,'neuer leaue it: learne 
| | ofhusbandmen, whenthey pulldowaea tree; or 
Cz. | liftarſome blocke,ifthey cannot ſtirre ir, they call 
| in-helpe, ifircomemotar the fiſt pull, they polla- 
the | eainc, if northen, ha, againe ; if got then, ha,once 
> I | more; at laſt they feeleir' comming, and then it 
are | comcsamaine :learne of Z/j-h hee prayed for King is, 4; 
* |} Traine; hauing prayed, lookesabout- him, nothing 
uſt | comes : hee prayedagaine, nothing comes; hee 
act | prayed againe, nothing comes , at length, O Ma- 
fter (faith his ſervant) I ſee a cloud, bur it is but a 
| little, ISitacloud ? then once moreto ir, - and by 
and by the Heauens were masked with clouds. 
Learne ofthefe men, Peter ſtickes inthe Dungeon, 
one lif.s, he cannot ſtirre him, try you (faith hee), 
of ! tea ſccond, roathird,try a tourth,afifth;ar length: 
les } heauen ſtirres, the chaines ſtirre, and Peter comes 
ngs | in amongſtthem : learne of Chiiſt himſelfe; the 
| Widdow dealt with a Ivdge, nota Father; a bad x,y,.s; 
ate, Judge: ſhe was alonea ſimple Orator, yer ſhe pre- 
/ vailcs: learfe of beggarszrhey-have no command, 
to | no promiſe,no acquaintance, no Arr ; and yer will 
od | ſtand it out » the maſter chides, the Beggar ſtands 
uh} jrour; the Dame chides, hee ſands till; the ſer- 
ay, | pans come;and ſay-they'dare not ferue him ; the 
y | children fay w-tnuſtnor, and yet hee will not a- 
way.. O Lord hclpe our faith : how weake be we, : 
if hauiog preccpi,promilt,kindred,Gads ſervants, . 
Fab W_ D 2 Gods 
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Gods Sonne on our fides,we will be put off with a 
delay * well(as ſaid) ſolong as anight, an houre, 
2 ininure, is left, pray 3: one night may compatke 
that which an huadred before could not, 

It followeth; 41 Angell, cc. 

The Lord hath cuer meanes at hand for his ſer- 
vants ; comfort and deliverance, if ſet on worke : 
well might Peter ſay, The Lord knoweth how to dcli- 
wer his, 8&c,He isneuer at aſtand:ifthey know how 
to pray, hee knowerth how to comfort, 

In himſelfe he isalfufficient, infinice in wiſdome, | 
to inuetit meanes ;- in power, toaQtthem; and if | 
need bee, to create more. | 

2. He is the Lord of Hoſts, the Lord of every 
creature , if our workes lyc in the Seas, he is Lord 
of the Seas ; ifon the Land, he is Lord there , if in 
Priſon;he beareth the keyes of cuery Gaole; if the 
heavens can helpvs,he commends them; if winds, 
if beafts, if friends, if ſtrangers, it foes, if Angels, 
the Lord haththe conumand ofall perſons,things, 
and places. | 

For comfort, roule thy ſelfe ypon God, caſt thy 
care vpon him; he will bring it ro paſſesis chy bur- 
.then pouerty * caſt it ypon him, and he will helpe : 
it; is it finne, feare,ſorrowe whatſocuer ic be,he can- 
beare ir, and diſcharge thee. | 

Oh bur I ſee no meanes, I owe ſo much; ſo many- 
in tny family, and no meanes. 

This is as if they ſhould have faid, If wee had a 
friend in the Court, to moue Herod, if a friend in 
the Warch, to bribe him, if in the Priſon, to fee 
him ; then ſomething might be done but now all: 
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are ſhur vp in God. 
0b, Oh, but my caſe is deſperate, it is not poſsi- 
ble ro helpe mee. 
Anſw. Now we ſhall have a tale of impoſsibilt- 
ties : And why not poſsible ? Shall any thing be ,,,,,. 
impoſsible to God ? 
06. Oh, but there bean hundred blockes in my 
Way. | | | 
Axſ. But what is in his way, that makes his way 
thorow the ſeas, ſtones, wood,iron,&c? goeto the Ef, ax; 16; 
priſon, there isa blocke, a guard ; paſſe that guard, 
there isa blocke, a doore , paſſe the doore,there is 
another, achaine, paſſe rhe chaine, there is ano- 
ther, an iron gate. Oh, but what ofthis ? if they 
can breake thorow all hindrances of vnbeliefe, 
diſcouragements, to prayer ; God will breake tho- 
row theſe, and a thouſand more, to their com. 
forr, O, but God wotkes no wonders now. No? Marke our $52 
his Name is wonderfull till; his power as great as viors colle&i- 
ever, his wiſdome as deepe as euer, his promiſes as 27 79m Man: 
good, his loue as much ro his as cuer, Ourneed as Marg, 
much, our intereſt as good, our Sauiour.as good ;, Neve 33+ 
all things ſtand as before : if wee can vſe former **' " 
meanes, we ſhalHinde former ſucceſſe, and God 
willdoe abundantly aboue all that wee can ſpeake 
or thinke : we haue the Lords promiſe for this, 
Bybeſions 3. 20, and Eſay 42416, 1 will make darke 
> 3 light, 


Pfal.139. © 


Peters Enlargement. 


light, and crookeaneſſe firaight, We haue had our 
owne experience;let any man that hath hadany ac- 
quaintance with God and this holy duty, tell meo 
when prayers were not ſuccefſefull when diddeft 
thou cuerſpeake to thy heauenly'Facher,but he did 
anſwer thee with ſome eaſe, ſome comfort 2 when 
diddeſt thou eucr pray,:but thy heart was thereby 
ſomewharligh:ened 2 and if thoucanſt not but ſay 
with David, in the ſame day I asked;I was thus far 
anſwered, T hat my heart was firexgthned;Pſ.139.3. 
doe not faile to conclude with Danid, Though 7 


 walke in the middeF-of troubles, yet (vpon prayer) / 


ſhall be rectiued,7.end God will perſ1it bis mercies in 
me for ener, %. 


Thus wee haue diſpatcht ſome meditations: 


more we haue, but they muſt oncly be named ; as 
#. Herod would, bur-could not bring forth Peter 
to tryall and exccution : men be but men,and muſt 
doe as they may ; for what they would doe againſt 
the Church,.nor they, norall the Devils in Hell 
can doe. © 

2. The Lord can giue ſlcepe ard peace in any 
place, at any time, in any company. 

3. Gods beſt ſeruants and meſſengers are ſome- 
times yoked with vildeſt off:nders, &c. 

4+. Gods beft creatures are the Churches ſer- 
uants : Angels, 

s. Laſtly, thc Lorl can quickly ſhake his our of 
their chaines,rags,fearcs, ferters,&c,But what doe 
I meanethus to exceed © Biethrey, I would faine 
haue you more thirſty of your time ; doc you not 
waſte it (as others doe) in idle impertinences, 

| much 


» a 


Peters Enlargement. 
much leſſe in ſurueying States and Kingdomes, 
Tc is not for vsto fit vpon Crownes and Thrones, 
and co turne Stateſinen, it is for vs to bee thanke- 
full where God bleſles, and ro be praicrfull when 
the Church labours : tothis end I haiie ſaid thus 
much; to perſwade you tothe practice of whar 
you know.Now-your turne followes,lets ſee 
what wil be done, and how wel you will 
improuc time,in ſpeaking to God. 
rather then to, or of 
men. 
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| Certaine Queres and Caſes tou- 
| ching the Theory and Practice 
OY of Prayer. "WY 


== lis plaine Sermon hath not 
been oftner printed, than hauc 
£1 beenc importuned to inlarge 

$I it, 1ntreaties haue wonne ſo far 
S=| vpon mee, as that Tam content 
ell ro adde two things : 1, Cer- 
=== tainc queres and caſcs touching 
drie and praRtce of Prayct :2. ſome in- 
| uitements and incouragements to perſcucrance 
| inthisdytie, In both expecR bricfenefle and plain- 
at ſo the porch may ſuite with the 


| Qrnzsr1ioNs. 
| The f:ſt queſtion then ſhall bee, what pray- 
er is? nto S, Paxls anſwere is, Thatit 


is a making knowne our deſires to God, Phil, 4.6. 
I firſt, 


T6 Touching the T.eorvy 
» Fritthewillrakes fic & deſires. 2. the man brings 
& opens thele defires ro God , and the defire thus 
flaming & blazing vpward, is properly prayer: this 
__ dcfireis expreſſed ſundry waies, either by an in- 
InPhil.4 yardor outward word,as the Gloſs ſpeakes; ſome- 
times the minde ſpeakes inwardly as in Hannah & 
Hoſes, andthats ( moſtly ) the ſtrongeſt voyce of 
all; ſometimes the rongue vtters whar tie heart 
indites, Pſal. 45. ſometimes ſpeach failes, a man 
can but chatter, not ſpeake, with Hezek/ah, haply 
not ſo much, as Pſ.77. yet then he ſpeaks moſt (like 
a buffing man) when be ſpeaks leaſt, his cies, hands | 
face, teares ſpeake, cuery inward figh, & ourward | 
member isatongne. Now, the delire vented any | 
of theſe waies, is a prayer; if the firſt way, *tis cal- | 

led a mentall prayer; if the ſecond, a vocall, if the 

third,areall. As for Bellarmines intelleQuall prayer 

in his Croſſe-ſenſe, wee leauc it to himſelfe, 

| The ſecond queſtion is, what be the kindes of - 

prayer*_A4nſw. A man praycs either for himſclfe, 

or fyr others : and when tor himſelfe, cither for 

the averſion of cuill, or obtainement of good; 
thatthey call deprecation, this apprecation, as | 
that for others ſupplication : whercro ſome adde 
thankſ-giuing, 'vouching for all, 1 Tims, 2. 1,We 
only ſay three things, firft,- that howeuer thankſ- | 
giuing enuolue defire of acceptance, yet it is not 
formally prayer. Secondly , that praycr may 
admit the divifion given ; bur thirdly, whether 
the Apoſtles words in the originall, or his ſcope 
(:perlwading prayers for others) in that place 
will 


and*Prattice of Prayers 
will beare out the diftinRion, I ſuſpend, 

The third queſtion touches vpon certaine re- 
quifites in prayer , whereof ſome are more, ſome 
leſſe intrinſecall and inward : as firft, touching 
the matter of prayer ; where perſons and things 
come to be conſidered. For things, we lay downe 
ewo things for haſte , firit, that every thing will 
no more bearea prayer , than cuery ftreame will 
a Ship; ſecondly, therhing asked muſt firſt bee 
warranted vnder ſome precept or promiſe in ge- 
nerall , though not expreſly ; ſecondly mult bee 
of ſome importance, either in it ſelfe. or by cir- 
cumſtance. A man muſt nor ſue for a Licence to 
breake his Soueraignes lawes, nor come to his 
Princeto beggea pinne or a point, Vnleſſe cir- 
cumftance make it cither durie or neceſtitie, it is 
not prayer : itis preſumptien that wee here from 
fome mourhes, God ſcnd I may win this caſt , 
this game, and the like. | 

2. Forperſons, this ſhall ſuffice; firſt, the per. 


= ſon prayed vnte moſt be the Lord. Prayer is an 


homage onely due to him, hee claimes it wich 0- 
ther his prerogariues, Pſal. 5 1. 15. and the Church 
acknowledges it, Pſal. 65. 2, A preceprt and pro- 
miſe wee haue from him for rhe ſupporting of our 


fairh wherce prayer muſt low , It any can ſhew 


either from any other, ler him make his vſe theres 
of . Burtouching this point of praying to crea- 
tures -n9 more but this, fhrſt, howeuer the do- 
arine ſcemes at fiſt bluſh ro hane as much coun- 
tenance from men as any point controuerted and 

KS © waucd 


Rom, 8- 


Toh, 5s. 


Ae . 


Touching the Tory 
waned harweenevs and Rome : yer ſecondly , it 
22:11 as lirdde ſhew of any footinig ia the Scrip- 
{utc a5 whar hath leaſt: rhe very truth is, nothing 
is brought bur what ſcemes-rediculons to ſuch Te- 
ſuites as are verſed inthe Text, For vs, wee arc 
caught to give loweſt homage to higheſt Maic- 
ſtie, andto tender divine prayers to none. lefle 
than a God. 

2. For the partypraying thus : firſt, euery one 
ſhould be acquainted with this dutic ; for it is a 
ſeruice due tothe chiefe Lord, from all that hold 
any thing of him: ſecondly , all Gods growne 
children are acquainted with ir, for hee hath. no 
dumbe children.. They all receinethe Spirit of 
prayers,. andin: their: owne language doe call 
him Abba or Father. Thirdly, whoſocuer will 
pray acceptably and confidently, muſt be quali- 
fied, for perſon and graces. Forperfon , hee muſt 
not bee afinner, 1. inthe trade, ſtate and bon- 
dage of (inne. God heares none fuch : hee muſt 
bee righteous, ypright, fotto ſuchthe promilc is 
made. Pſal.z4.15. | 

2- For Graces ; his vaderſtanding and affeRi- 
ons muſt be quallified: r, ia the vnderſtanding 
part there muſt pee theſe graces, firſt knowledge, 
without which theminde cannot bee good , Prew- 


. 19. A blinde facrificeand Prieſt -are abominable 


to God : the ignorant worſhips heeknowes not 
what, hecannot worthip.in ſpirit and truth, 196.4, 
the reaſon is giuen by the Cafiſt; AﬀeRion de- 
peads vpon the Vaderftanding. And if vpon that 


ground 


- rate -ypon our ſclues and God, and know the 


ani Prattice of Prayer : oo 
ground it bee beſt fora man to vnderftand him- 
elfe in his private prayers, as ſome Teſvites 
thinke, why notin' publike roo, as S. Pax! would 
haue it. 
2. Faith, not in that baſtard ſence that ſome 
father vpon vs, who cither doc not or will not 
vaderſtand vs in the whole doctrine of faith , bur 
fithis requiſite thus farrez firſt to belecue that 
our perſonsare accepted through Chrift , ſecond- 
ly , that our ſuites are welcome with our perſons, 
and ſhall be cuer rewarded,- though not alwaies 
granted in the kinde, Thus hee that comes to God 
muſt at twoaRs of faith, he muſt bekeeue fir 
that God is, 7.is really the ſame that his word re- 
_ him, moſt ſtrong, good, true., conſtant, &c, 
econdly, that hee isa rewarder of them that come 
to him; and hath not ſaid in vaine, Seeke ye my face, 
as Eſay ſpeakes. 
$. Humilitie , whereby wee come to ſeta due 


Heb, x1; 


right diſtance betwixt him and vs. This humility 
helps vs to ſee that there is nothing but emptineſſe 
in vs, and ( ſecondly makes vs willing to accept 
of Gods gifts vpon Gods tearmes, namely as free 
almes, The Lord is ncerc to cuery humbled and 
broken ſpirit, Pſa. 34. tocuery abaſed Publican, ,, , 
but every proud Phatiſee is beheld aloote, and ſent & Luk-«. 
emty awaye | 

Thus for the vnderſtanding , now for the will 
and affcions, they muſt be goodalſo, as the im- 


mcdiate-ſprivgs of ation, he goodnefle of the 
E 3 affeRion:- 


Touching the Theory 
affeRtion Rands in three things, firſt in the 
ſraightneſſe and poſition of ir, thar it bee turned 
the right way and looke vpon the right obic, 
our affeftions ſtand backward , their backs bee 
vpon God, their faces vpon the creatures , nay 
vpon finne, Who ſo will pray to purpoſe , muſt 

- havethe bent of his heart another way , hee muſt 
fay with David, I will ſet no wicked thing before | 
mine eyes Pſal. 101. andagaine, If I regard (or | 
looke towards ) iniquitic, God will nor heare my 
prayers, Pſa. 66. 18. All thoughts, defircs and 
purpoſes of finne, muſt fall itthe heart hall ſtand | 
in prayer, and the whole ſoul and manturned ro | 
the Lord, | | 

2. The goodnefle of the affcRion ſtands in | 
Bow [6 1a;z- the quality of it , that it be fincere, that is, that wee | 
.one bony. defire goodneſle for goodnefle ſake, grace be- | 
cauſe it isgrace,, whereby wee ſhall be enabled ro | 
glorifie God. Hee that hath truth in the inward 

parts hath the promiſe on his {ide , Z/al. 145. 18. 
3. Thethird thing ro be reſpeRed in the affe- | 
ion ,is irs iuſt quantity, which we call zeale. This | 
in ſome due proportion is required in prayer :for 
no facrifice is welcome to God without ſome 
fire, ſome warmth, Dead praycis beas diſtaſtcfull 
to God, as dead drinkes beto vs : the prayer that 
is available, muſt haue ſome ſpirit aad feryour in 

it, 1am. 5. This for the marter. 

2. Touching the meanes in which our prayers 
muſt be tendered ; and here wee muſt know, that 


the Father will be honoured in the Sonncs whom 
hee 


z9 


ani Pratiice of Prayers 
hee hath made the ſole Mediator betwixt heaven 
and carth, And howl:cuer 10 others there bee 
Lords and Mcdiators many, yet to the Church, 
there is but one So1ne, one Name, one Altar, one 
high Prieft, in whoſe hand alone they offcr vp all. 
If any other be deputed as maſter of requeſts vn- 
der him, let vs {ce his patenr, and it ſuffices; 

3. Touching the end of praying :. firſt, it is not 
to acquaint God with any thing hidden, or to 
minde him of any thing forgoten , or to moue 
him.co any mercy. 'wheteto hee is backward ( as if 
wee could preuent him , and bee more deſirous of 
the creatures good than hee is;) bur it is 1. princi- 
pally ro acknowledge our dependancie and his 
ſoueraigntie, and ſecondarily to make way for a 
thanketull and holy vic of mercies received. 

Thus for matters more efſentiall ro prayer 
now tor others more circumſtantiall , a- word is 
ſufficient, 

-9veft. 4. Firſt for time; 1. we are notryed toall, 
to at'y (er time in private prayer ( of which wee 


ſpeake, ) firſt the dutic is affirmative , therefore Nor ad/emper. 


bindes bur ro the ſeaſon : ſeconely , other dutics 
are alſo required and muſt have rheir-tarne : 2, 
timcs of prayer are 1. Occafionall, which come 
nor vader rule. 2. Ordinary. Here 1. our Saviour 
preſumes daily prayer, as may be gathered Mas. 6, 

2.., The ſtature in Iſracl required, in the name 
of the whol: Church, morning and evening 
prayer and ſacrifice. 3. Eminent men (eſpecially 


ig diltreſſed rimes) preſented rthemiclues rhrice Dan, s; 


 aday. 


Pal, 55, 


zz 


+; Touching the Theory 


a day before the Lord. And this is all that's ſaid 
for ti.nc. As for (Pray continually) the Euchites 
might as well: conclude continually. teeding ar 
Davids table, as vnccſlant praying thence, v. 
2 $477, 9. 10» 
2. For place: firſt, all places are warranted for 
rivate deuorions, 10h, 4.21. 1, Tims 2:8, ſecond- 
ers fitteſt is. that which is 1. freeſt fromdiſtra- 
ion, 2. farthett from ſuſpition and appearance of 
hipocrific. 
For geſture, the rules are alſo two: firſt, all 


are ſancified, and in caſe may be vſcd : fecondly , 


thats the fitteſt that beſt 1. ſtirres afteRion, 2. ex. 
preſſes reuertance. 


4. For order : firſt, we are not tyed to any ſet. 


courſe or forme; therefore (2)a man may begine 
with confeſſion, thankſgiuing, petition,as hee ſees 
cauſe. 2. he may viſe or not vic a ſet forme for his 
owne particular , varying there onely where his 
caſe varies, thought in publike a preſcribed forme 
be moſt convenient, and agreeable to antiquitie, 
Thus for the doctrinall part of prayer. Nowa 
word or two to ſome caſcs reſpeing practice. 


And firſt, tis demanded howa man is to con- | 


ceiue of God in prayer, fince the more wee thioke 
of his eflence wee looſe onr ſel yes? | 

Yuſ. 1. hrſt theres no dire beholding of God 
in his infiniteneſle, 

2. We muſt reſpeR vpon him, 1. as he is preftn- 
ted in Chrilt, 2. ashe is deſcribed in the word, See 
him with our cares in his atributes, as he is on. 
rc 


and Praftice of Prayers 
ted to be ftrong , merciful, gracious,and fo for- 
ward,asit followes in his ſtile and title,Ex. 34. 

3. Lafily;rake him arthe rebound in the crea- 
tures, in them there's ſorae mercy, in him more: 
as Chriſt teaches vs in ſome parables to inferre. - 

9xeſt.2, How ſhall do to confine my thoughts, 
and to keepe them to the point in hand, whileſt I 
am praying * 

Anſ.t-Bewaile the looſneſſe of thy nature, and 
pray with David,0 Lord unite my heart to thee, 


2. Raine-in thy thoughts at other, arall rimes: 


for when they haue got a courſe and cuſtome of 
ranging, they will not becalled in at an-houres 
warning. 

3 Ser thy mindes and thoughts ypon heanen- 
ly things,which are able to ſatisfie them clſe like 
the Bee they'l flyc from place roplace , becauſe 
carthly things doe not ſarisfie thern, 

4. Give Godthe heart,and the will commands 
the thoughts.. Men' in loue cannot put off the 
thoughts of their friend, though they would. 
Loue more,and thou wilr thinke better. 


Lngft. 3. But howilf I cannor come to God in 


faith,astoa father * the prayer of vnbelicfe is abo- 
minable, 
 Anſ, 1. There's often faith, where there's little 
or no feeling : ' Faith may worke direRly, though 
without reflex from-Chrift to thee. 
2 * Vnbelicfe is cither oppoſed, felt, bewailed, 
ornot 2 vnbcliefe bewailed and refiſted , ſhall ne- 
uer hurt vs, and m_ concurre with faith in the 


'F$ 


Touching the Theory 


ſame ſubieR,as-Aarkew g. 24. | 

Laſtly,S.14mes c4p.1. 6. ſpeakes not ofa partizil 
and particular vabelicfe in the ſubic , but of aa 
vainerſall and totall infidelity in reſpeR of the ob- | 
ie; 

#ef.4.Bu: what ifmyhecart be full of wrath, 
and {wel againſt my brother when I ſhould pray * | 

Anſ.1« Lay downe all thoughts of revenge if | 
wronged. . 24M 

2 Take vp a reſolutionof peaceableneſlce and 
ſarisfationitthou ſbalc be found faulty. . 

3 Pray for the partyz and when thou canſt 
findec reaſons why God ſhould lone. him, thou | 
wilt ſce cauſe why thou thouldf pitty him. Pray. | 
er will calme and ſwceren the affeQions : There's | 
no dangerof a bloudy. Saxl,it once he fallto pray- 
ing.as God tels one, 14G 9g. 

2weſt.s But what ifaman be ſodumbe and bar. 
ren-, that hee can ſay nothing when hee ſhonld 
pray F. -, 

Anſw, 1, Let him- inquire into the cauſe hereof; 
Sometimes dumbneſſe comes from the abundant 
preſſures and amaxements of the ſoule, when that 
( being overwhelmed ; as Dazid often: fpeakes , 
Pſal.142. 143.) can findno vent, In this caſe if 
a' man doe but reiterate rhe ſame petition with 
our blcfled Sauiour, or doe but chatter with HeJe- 
kiah, nay, ſuppole he cannor ſpeake at all, as 
Bſaimg7.yer he isto ſtay himſclte in theſe inſtan- 
ccs,and Gods gracious promiſes, who hatlreyes 
t0 {ce peritioners,as well as cares to: heare them x 
who 
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who hcares our fighings , and breathings , and 2 Ciron.s.40; 


knowts the meaning of vauttered groancs, Kom.s. 


and will pitty ſpeechleſle prayers, as we doe may- 14.3.6, 


med men,whoſe tongues are cut out. 

Bur it this filence and barrennefle come from 
coldnefſe and vngraciouſneſſe,then he muſt runne 
another (and that's this) courſe : tirft hee muſt 
bewaile it in the cauſe : ſecondly, he muſt breake 
thorow it by a ſcrious vſe of the meanes; that 
is,hce muſt firſt try another way : If thou finde 
nothing wanting,and ſeeſt noneed of God or of 
praycr , and therefore canſtaor fallto begging, 
yet ſee matter of confeſſion , and of thankſ-gi- 
uving ; blefſe God for what thou haſt receiued al. 
ready', confefle thy coldneſſe and preſent dead- 
neſſe, and ſo by ſtirring , thou ſhalt gather ſome 
warmth : 2. If this ſerue ner, conſult ſome friend, 
fetch ſome quicknance thence , as Iron brightens 
and ſharpens Iron. Thirdly, if this worke got, 
berake thy ſclfe to Phyſicke ; there's ( as for the. 
body, ſo) forthe ſoule both food and Phyficke. 
In ordinary times an ordinary dyet will preſerue 
the ſoule, bur in caſe of ſficknefſe(whereof lazinefſe 
and liftlefſenefſe is ſtill a fore-runner ) meanes 
more than ordinary muſt be vſed: thou muft 
pray, faft, cry in a more than wonted manner, 
clſe ſome great diſertion or temptation is at 
hand, 

.2veff.6., But how ſhall I know that my prayers 


 archeard? 


4nſw, Firit,looke to Gods word, andifthou 
| F 2 _\haſlk 
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Touching the Theory : 


haſt a promiſe of hearing, thou art heard : and 


thisis indeed faith. To ſee Gods anſwer in my + 
hand, and to my ſenſe , is feeling, not faith: to # 


reade mine anſwer in the Promiſe, and to reioyce 
in that , and be thankfull for that with the Saiats, 
withour feeling, is true faith. - 

2 Looke to Gods workes; {ce how the provi- 
dence workes vpon thy prayer : ſometimes God 
anſwers thee inthe very --kinde, giues the thing 
inftanced : - ſometimes hee anſwers thee with 
ſtrength in thy ſoule, as Daned ſpeakes , thou haſt 
ſtrength to waite, ſtrength to hang on,, and to 
comeagaine. Know this forthy comfort, every 


ſecond prayer for grace, is an anſwerto the firſt, . 


enery third to the ſecond,and ſo forward. 
2ueſt,7,/ But it may be God heares me for ſome 
friends ſake, whoſe prayers are mingled with 
mine, how ſhall I know that God hath heard me e 
Anſ. 1. Prayers begg'd and borrowed), are 
thine and conſent. 

\ 2 .If chouhadſt'a part in the worke, take thy 
ſhare alſo in the wages and comfort, 

3 - Thoſe prayers that make thee. more humble, 
more thanktull for bleſſings receined, and more 
carefull ro glorifie God with his gifts, are thine , 
the anſwer is to thee , ifthe fruite and vſe of the 
bleſsipg receiued be to God, 

Leſt. 8, But ſith wicked men and hypocrites 
haue now taken vp a courſe of prayer, and bree- 
ding and cuftome hath wrought a kinde of con- 
ſcience in them of this dutic , how ſhall a man 

| diſcerne 
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and Prafice of Prayer. 


diſcerne betweene the prayers of the vpright and 
the hypocrite ? 

Anſw, The maine difference is to bee fetche 
from their perſons and proieRs in the duty : but 
that I be not tedious , compare what P«s/ ſaith 
Chriftians ſhould doe, and what experience faith 
they vſually doe, and the differences will ſoone be 
ſcene, Epheſ.6.18, wee finde coucht,many requi- 
fices in prayer, which the truely godly jr 40 
the falſe-hearted regards nor. ' 

1 Praying ( faith the Apoſtle.) Here is one dif. F#.6r%.im 
ference;a wicked man luſts, wiſhes, a5 the childe *** 
doth ( Would 1had {ucha thing ) bur heprayes 
not. 

2 A godly man varies his petitions according 
to his needs and occafions; another hath but one 
falue for euery ſore,a Pater noſter,a Creede,chc. 

3 Thevpright holds a courſe in all rimes and - 
changes; the hypocrite willnot call vpon God at 
all times,70b 27. 10. | 
. 4 The vpright prayes ( in the pirit , ) his Peti- 
tionsare the iſſues of his owne ſpirit, and of Gods 
ſpirit : the Hypocrite, as he 1s deſtitute of this, 
FA thatis dead within him ; his prayers come bus 
from his lips, or his braines, there is no ſpirit in | 
them. | 

s iThe vpright ioynes ( Patchfalneſſe ) with 
prayer;before-hand, hee watches himſelfe , leſt 
his heart, ſhould: nor bee in a praying caſe when 
his houre comes. In prayer he obſerues bimſclfe; 


leſt hee flit or flag , end or begin , before hee is a- 
F 2 WatrCc; 


3$ | Touching the theory 


ware; after prayer, he watches where his arrow 
lights, that ſo hee may finde ir againe, or ſhoote 
Speechexis another the ſame way. Not fo the wicked , hee 
now of felcmn [eapes from cups,oathes, 8c, to prayer ; hee can | 
priſe... doetwoorthrecthings at once in prayer, waſh 
lation, and pray, button and trufle him , &c. and pray 
the while,&c. NE 
6. Thevpright holds cut in prayer, and will 
. notbe (beaten off from God to infull meanes ; 
| the wicked like a falle Iade will trample after a 
»K56.33+ pull ortwo, and ſay with him, Ir is tn vaine to 
waite ypon God anylonger. | 
7 Thevpright prayes for others ( and thoſe 
Saints; the Hypoctite is for himſclfe , wife, chil- | 
dren, friends, not for Saints, at'lcaſt not for all, | 
certainely not for Pauls(as it followes,verſ.19.)or | 
if,yernot that the word may grow : ſinfull mens 
prayers viually begin and end in theraſelucs, at 
leaft end innaturall things and friends, as them- 
ſclues are naturall,8&c. 
Daefl.g. Butmany being wonted 'from infan- 
cic to pray,caunot be quiet till they haue prayed; | 
how ſhall I know that I pray of conſcience , not 
of cuſtome-; -becauſe God bids mee, and not my 
parents onely 2 
Aznſw. 1.It thou prayeſt vpon inward motives, 
and from principles of thine owne , hecauſe thou 
fecleſt an inward want of grace, and need of pray. 
cr, a decay 'of vigour, &c. When thou waſt a 
 childe thou didſt cate , becauſe rhy mother pur 
the ſpoone ſometimes to thy month , when thine 
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and Praftice of Prayer. 
appetite was not great, but now thou eateſt to 
live;and prayelt to liue,&c. 


2+ It thou judge thy ſelfe for manner as well as ' 


matter, Hee that praycs but of faſhion, and for 
others ſakes, cares not, ſo the thing be done, how 
it be done, but hee that prayes for himſelfe , for 
life, for prayers lake , and doth the worke out of 
canſcience, iscarefull, nor onely to pray , but to 
pray well, and iudges-himſclfe as well for his 
deadnefle, and {lcepineſſe, and diſtraction, &c. in 
prayer, as for his neglect. of it akogether, &c. 
Thus farre wee haue anſwered ſome queſtions. 
Now wee paſle to ſome motiues vnto prayer, 
whether for.our ſelues or others, And here wee 
will content our ſelucs with two onely ; 1.confi- 
der how needfull thepraticeis : 2.how hopefull 
the lucceſle. 

1 For the firſt,this we know in generall,that x. 
ia the creature nothiagis to be found bur cmpti- 
neſſe and beggery. | 

2 Thatin Chriſt are hid all treaſures of -wiſe. 
dome and comfort. | 

3 That wee haue none other meane of win- 
ning ought from Chriſt, bur prayer : if we truſt to 
power,he will out-match vs, it to wit, hee will 
out-rcach vs : the prayer oncly of faith ouercomes 
him. 

2: For our (clues in particular. Our -need of 
prayer will appeare, if we 1 compare our ſelyes 
with eur betters : good Daaid,, great Pand, (that 
wall of the Chutch, as hee is called ) tound their 
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40 Touching the Theory 
Chrſ;de evan OWne and others too, few cnow ; and if they nee- 
dedern,  dedprayers,doc not wee? 2, If we conſider the 
—_— Chri. ſtate of the world as now it Nands. 1. Thegreateſt | 
Nizn, of thoſe part of the Gentiles lie in darkneſſe , vnder Sa- 
wet2» than,andyetour fleſh. 2, We are debtors to the 
* Iewes, who areyet vnder the vaile. 3. In the 
Church, ovr brethren abroad lie vader grear, ei- 

ther coldnefle, or ignorance,or perſecution. Laft- 

ly, our felues at home need. prayers not a few. 

- For firſt, the number of Swearers, Curſers, Prouo- 
kers,farre exceeds the mourners and prayers ; ſo 

farre,that for one prayer, yau have one thouſand 

of oathes, finnes,&c. 2. Our meanes and mercies 

doe infinirely aggrauate our finnes. - 3. Many that 

thinke they pray,ſend ſweet and bitter out of the 

ſame mouth, at leaſt curſewith their hands whilft 

they bleſſe with their mouthes. 4. - Our dayes of 

' peace haue beene many; weeare reſerued to the 

* place,and all the world lookes what will bc- 

come of vs. ..5. Gods former ftroakes have not 

wrought any kinde , cither reformation or humi- 

liation...6. Weeghaue beene long ina declenfion 

and conſumpriong\Laftly, and ina word, wee and 

our friends abroad and at home, are encompaſſed 

with fines ſo prouoking , withenemics ſo many 

and ſo mighty,that wee muſt make our wayes tho- 

row all by prayer,or clſe we fall. The Tongue of 

man cannot. demonſtrate how wee ſhould long 

ſubfiſt and ſupport our ſclues, vnder our preſſing 

evils, valcſſe we call in mercy and helpe from 

Heauen. The concluſion therefore is toall , that 
| know 


and Prattice of Prayers 
know what their intercſt is in God, and what the 
power of prayer is, to addreſſe theraſclues to this 
dutic, | 

Now leſt any mans faith ſhould fAagge, in re- 
gard of his owne defects, and our great prouoca- 
ions, let vs take into our conſideration the ſecond 
motive, and bethinke our ſelues of ſome encou- 
ragements vnto prayer, whether alone or in com- 
pany, bur eſpecially in ioynt prayer, where wee 
concurre in petitions, though not in place, 

Theſe encouragements are many ; I name now 
theſe following : 


1 Confider what God is, with whom we deale, Encourage 
by nature goodnefle ic ſelfe ; and the nature ©*2*5 ©. 


of goodneſle is ro communicate it ſelfe. This en- 
couraged Bexhadad, as wee haue heard, that rhe 
Kings of Iſrael are mercifull : If a kinde man bee 
calily perſwaded, a mercifull man ſoone intrea- 
red, what is kindnefle and mercy it feltes God 
takes more delight in doing good, then wee can 
1n receiving, therefore without intreaty hee doth 
much, much more, &c. Indeed prayer is but a 
part of our homage, and a meane to fit vs for re. 
cciuing : it neither puts mercy into God, nor ſtirs 
mercy in him. Wee cannor loue our {clues ſo 
well, {o much as Goddoth. 2. As he is willing, 
ſoable to helpe, without coſt, ſtudie, labour : hee 
isable rodoe more, farre more then we can ſpeake 
or thinkez much leſſe we caynot conceine or ſay 
what heis able and willing todoe. Eph, 3. 
2 Conſider what our relationistohim; 1, hee 
G i$ 
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Touching the Treory 
is our Father : the law ofman or nature doth not 
meerely caft vs vpon him, but hee of his owne 
will vaderrakes vs, bids vs call him Father, Cc- 
pends vpon him for all neceſſarics, and cxpeRt 
them from him, and will hee then faile vs? Hee 
that came to his brother for three loaues, came 
out of ſeaſon, to a poore man, to his trouble, who 
was but his neighbour, no kinſman, yer he ſpeeds, 
Shee that came to the Indge, came toa Iudge, not 
a Father, a cruell man, ſcarcea man, nata God ; 
came againſt another not meerely for her ſelfe, 
yer ſhc ſpeeds ; and ſhall not we witha Father £- 

3. Confider how hee hath engaged himſelfe 
tovs; 1.if we pray, hee is tycd to anſwer : if we 
hold our bargaine, and ſceke, he cannot goe back, 
nor deny himſclte : nay hee hath vndertaken to 
piue his Spirit, togiue vs a Prieſt, Chriſt, to 
teach vs how to pray, to anſwer vs whileſt we 
pray : allthis vader his hand; and is not this a 
fairc encouragement 2 

4 Confider what mcanes and friends wee 
haue to him, even all whom hee reſpeRts, Chriſt 
myſticall is but one body, and makes vs but one 
voyce: what one Chriſtian warrantably askes, 
all (in generall) aske, All the Chriſtians in Fravce, 
Spaine, and all in all rhe Shires of Eng/and, meere 
together in one ſpirit b:fore the Lord in heauen,& 
ioyn in the fame ſuites: yea the Lord hath ſo raughe 
them ro pray, that no one member, or matrer 
that will beare a prayer is excluded. Now if all 
Gods ſybics, nay his children ioyne in a 9 
they 


and Praftice of Prayer. 
they not ſpeed 2 eſpecially if wee looke to the 


' head: 1. God hath madehiman high Prieſt for 


vs : 2. {aid that in him hee will bee well pleaſed, 
told vs, that whatſoeuer wee aske in his name, we 


ſhall haucit: 3.he hath prayed for vs, he hathmade 


entrance and acceſſe. Epheſe 3. 12. &c. made vs 
acceptable : 4.all this is ratified by promiſe and 
oath, that by two immutable rhings wee ſhould 
haue firong conſolation in repairing ro God ; and 
ſhall nor all this wotke comforr'? eſpecially fich 
he eucr lives to make interceſſion. Suppoſe Chrift 


werenow in perſon with vs at prayer, would wee Aug.ia pfalt5 


doubt toTpced ? Heeuer liues, 8c, and his pray- 
ers live, and his blood lives, &c. Heb, 7. 25. 

s. Conſider what prayer is to God : he loves it, 
and louc is bountifull, tis his delighr, tis incenſe : 


he lo loves it, thathe loues the ſhadow and piture 


of ir. When beaſtscry, hee heares them , when 
children, as 1/hmael,he heares them ; when finfull 
men, as Rhehoboarn, ( Pſal.107.) he heares them : 
ſoloues it, that hee begges it, Can. 2, and with 
Moſes, Let me alone, and 1acob, Let me goe : {oloucs 
them,that he would nor haue a prayer loſt or ſpile. 
ler, 14. Pray not for this People, 1 will not heave, 
God would no waſte of prayer : when 'twill not 
take, hee will ſhur vp the mouth, Pray not : when 
he faith Pray,twill be to purpoſe. Now that which 
is ſo pleafing to him, will be profirable to vs. 

6. Confider former experience : did wee euer 
pray, but we were the betrerfor ir & did wee cuer 
10ync in publike prayers, budwe found them ſuc- 
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44 Touching the Theory by 
ceſſefull ? Ton Eighrie Eighr there were ſolemne 
rayers they tooke; in rhe time of Pcſtilence,pub- 
Fike prayers, they tooke , againſt the Parliament 
when the Gunpowder-treaſon was diſcoucred, 
God ſtirred vp many to pray much, was ſucceſ- 
full ; in the wet harucſt, we ſought the Lord, the 
ſunne brake our ; in the great drought men ſought 
azaine,and ſped againe: in our then Noble Princes 
voyage, men ſent their prayers after him, and 
fercht him home againe. And what we ſay of our 
ſelues, may we not ofa thouſand more recorded 
in the World 2 Shew mee a Nation or Church 
that eucr ioyned, bur they ſped. . 

: 7 Conſider what perſons haue ſped and beene 
heard heretofore, our {clucs, and orhers !ike our 
ſclues. Elijah was a man ſubic to like paſions, 
8&c. Mazaſſe was a ſinfull man before, when he 
prayed, he was heard, 1onaha paſsionate man, who 
by his owne folly and fiance had drawne troubles 
on himfclfe, yer he praycs, and'is heard, gay, a 
poore woman , of no great parents, knowledge, 
praycs, and ſheis heard. And thus God is rich to 
all thar call vpon him, #0. 19, 

8  Conlidcr for wha: p:rions they have beene 
heard. Amor prayed tor a finfull People, God 
heard him.. Z{jah for a linfull Kingdome in a 
wicked Age, God hcard him. Mofes for a rebel- 
livus generation, God heard him, Abraham for 
Sodome, if texne rizhtrous, 57. IF one ſhall bee 
ncard fora thouſind of Rebcls, may not a thou- 
land of children be heard for onc ſeruant ? 

9 Conl- 
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and Praclic: of Prayer, 45 
9: Conftder wit 'prayers have beene heard, 
lonah [carce vitersa petition atall, but mones, yer 
hee is heard, Heefiah chatters, Dauid cannot pj 
ſpeake, yet heard. Short prayers, confuſed pray. © 
ers, broken, &c, ſighes, grones,all are curranr. 
19 Confidcr in what caſes they have bzene- 
heard ; - io caſes deſperate, r. for the thing, when 
in appearance it was impoſsible to bee holpen. So 
Jeb, a man would haue thought that his eſtate, 
ſtrength, had beene irrecouerable ; when they fall 
to'facriticing,all is healed. So Peter, As 12, S0 
Elyah and others ſeeme to found their prayers vp- 
on impoſſibilitie, ye c. So the Armie that 
was thunderinggthe Scrorie of the Church. 
2: For time : Prayer hath holpen whea help ſee- 
med ro bee paſt. A man would haue thought it 
bad beene roo late for them (Effer 3.) to pray, 
when the Decree was pait : too late for HrFekiah 
to pray, when ſentence was giuen : too late for 
Dariel, when his death was {cal?d, when Cxecu- 
tion was done, and hee in the Dunne : for Jonab, 2 
when ſwallowed : for the Ctildren, when in the ; 
Furnace : but nwullum occurrit Regs tempres + WEE | 
may have acceſle when. we will, day or night, &C, 
hee is tyed rono time ; *ris netior too Jate to pray, 
whilcſt kee ſayes pray. It now our hearts arc pre. 
pared, he will Bow tits care, P/al, 10. O bur our | 
finnes hinder ! Pray againſt them O bur wee arc | 
not ſure to carty parcicular fuites ! We aic fureto 
haue them or butter. A Father will uot give his God vierh v3 » | 
clulde a ſtone when lee askes bicad, but hice will TEN, | 
Puwe ANOMITY- 144; 


Exerce auaritiam 28 body, Iames 5, Now then whar lacke you ? 


AugJin pls 34 tions abated * pray againſt them 2 graces encrea- 


Touching the Theory 


giue him bread if he aske a ſtone, ſo ours, Wee 
are ſure againe, that prayer ſhall doe vs good: 
what good? See Job 22.27. Firſt, thou ſhalt baue || © 
hearing (come when thou wilt:) this is more than || ® 
Princes will or can yeeld. Secondly, thou ſlalt , : 
haue matter of rhankſ-giving, ſpeed ſo w-ll, that | Y 
thou ſhalt bleſſe God for praying. Thirdly, thou 
ſhalt eftabliſh purpoſes, which will neuer clſe hold 
as heere. Fourthly., thou ſhalr-finde - comforr, 
ſtrength in thy heart, as Paxid (aith, thou ſhalt ſce 
Gods fauour and face in ioy, 196, 3 3. 26, Fifthly, 
thou ſhalt have bouldnefſe and confidence for the 
future, Sixtly, thou ſhalt deliver the-ITland, doe 
thy ſelfe and others goed ; good in ſoule as well 


what would you hauc ? Would you haue corrup- 


ſed * pray for them : the afflited Churches com- 
forted 2 pray.,&c. rhe King bleſſed inin ſoulr,go- 
vernment, mariage, poſterity, &c 2 O talke leſle, 
pray more. Andit the tooles bee blunt, you are 
not ſo ſtript of weapons , but you haue cach his 
fileat his ewne houſe, ſharpen them in private, by 
private faſtings and humiliations. You haue 
meanes, if hearts : if you will loſc all comfort for 
want of asking, you are acceflary to your owne 
vndoing. 

0b, But God hath his times of trying his peo- 
ple,and will deliuer them vp to troubles, perſccu- 
tions, &c. It God fo purpoſcs at avy time,prayer 
cannot hinder. 
$0. 
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Sel, Hath God ſuch times ? Firft, prayer is 
needfolbrhgr were be fitted. Secondly, ſuch 
rimes ſeldorme come,tilFrhere come firſt a cooling 
and declining. So twas with ys,as Ridley and Brad- 
ferdcomplaine: $9 in the Primiciue'Cilrch, See 
what is ſaid by Zuſebins,l.8.c.1. 

But I run too far: the Conclufion (all be this. -.. 
Reader, thou ſecſt what's to be firſt knowne, ſe- 
condly to be done in this errand of prayer. Thou 
canft not bur ſee'great necd of praying, normaiſt 
thou deny great hope of ſpeed, in cale. thou wile 
buckle to the worke. Now ifthoube a man, (not 
a piQure and a ſhaddow) doe nor trifle and tartle as 
ſhifters doe. O that wee mought have Publique 
fats, publique mectiugs, publike reformations, 
&c. Burger thee into thy Cloſer, and begin thine 
owne reformation as ſoone asthou wilt, pray and 
faft as long as thou wilt, ſo long as thou ſayleſt by 
Gods Compaſlc and Rulc. 
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